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Brussel Sprout cooks up nearly £100 for Tearfund 
 

A staggering £99.50 was the final price bid for a brussel sprout when the offer on Ebay closed 
last week (4 January). The seller of this leftover sprout from Christmas is donating the 
proceeds from his innovative sale to the UK relief and development agency, Tearfund. 

 
Andrew Henderson (42) from Darlington had the sprout idea over Christmas dinner with the 
family. "As a family we support Tearfund and I thought that it would be good to see if a 
leftover sprout could help Tearfund," said Andrew. "They are working in very practical ways to 
help those who have very little, those who certainly have nothing left over." 

 
Andrew kept the sprout frozen until the end of the auction and has now sent it in a 
polystyrene box to the buyer, by registered post. He says he was unable to arrange 
refrigerated transport - although that didn't stop one Ebay response from a driver at a 
refrigerated delivery company offering assistance! 

 

 
"We applaud Andrew for his very thoughtful initiative," said Jonathan Spencer at Tearfund. 
"There are so many needy people who struggle to get one adequate meal a day. For the 
many families and communities that Tearfund work with in some of the world's poorest 
countries, there's little hope of anything more. We will make sure the money goes to help 
people in extreme poverty." 

 
Jonathan Spencer added that poverty has no added comforts at Christmas and no 
understanding of leftovers. Individual donors and fundraisers play an important part helping 
Tearfund fight poverty and restore desperate communities through emergency relief and 
long- term development programmes. 

 
Tenby resident and voluntary Media Officer for Tearfund in Pembrokeshire, Sharron 
Hardwick, added, "Andrew Henderson's creative fundraising idea is an inspiration to us all. 
His compassion for those less fortunate than ourselves is something that Pembrokeshire 
residents have recently demonstrated well, raising more than £550 for Tearfund's Southern 
Africa Appeal in December alone. 

 

 
"I would like to thank all at the Western Telegraph and Pembrokeshire residents 
for  their  prayers and support in 2005. The £550 plus proceeds came from the Giant Christmas 
cards appeal and generous donations from local churches, with money still coming in. I  hope  
we  can  continue  to  support  Tearfund  in  the  battle  against  poverty  in  2006. Together we 
can make a difference ," says Sharron Hardwick. 

 
Adds  Jonathan   Spencer,   "Whether  funds  are   raised  from   a  large  event,   significant 
sponsored achievement  - or  something  as small  as a  leftover  sprout,  generous individual 
and innovative support can make a real difference.  Tearfund is very grateful!" 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


